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Experiment
being readied
for space trip
Dr. Robert K. Vincent, geology,
is planning to send his work and
the work of his students and
colleagues into the great beyond.
Vincent is the principal
investigator on a project called the
Flying Falcon, an experiment
which is being designed and built
by geology faculty and students to
be canied into earth orbit by a
NASA Space Shuttle. The
experiment is high on the list of
potential projects to be stowed on
a shuttle flight scheduled for April
25, 1996.
The spring launch means the
project's team must meet some
tight deadlines. "But
we're game to
try it.· Vincent
said. Other
geology

Puppet masters
Students create their own
puppets in a summer
workshop taught by
Bradford Clark and Dr. F.
Scott Regan (standing,
right), both of theatre.
Contemporary Puppetry
took students through the
process of making puppets,
writing scripts and using
other puppetry techniques.
At the end of the workshop
students gave a perfor-

mance using the puppets
they made. Clark (bottom),
resident designer for the
theatre department,
demonstrates a painting

technique.

Administrators from Russian university
come to Bowling Green for assistance
The University has developed further educational ties with one Russian community.
Two administrators from Nizhny Novgorad State
Pedagogical University visited campus for several
weeks recently to learn more about how one
institute of higher edl IC3tion in a democratic society
operates.

Dr. Svetlana Mitina. vice-reclor, and Dr. Victor
Glusdov, vice-president for academic affairs, met
with Bowling Green vice presidents, deans,
directors and faculty and toured campus facilities.
-You know Russia is changing quite rapidly and
aD institutions are changing as wen; Glusdov
explained. The changes are not only affecting the
curriculum at former1y state nm universities, but are
also impacting their structure. -We are still capable
of overcoming these difficulties ourselves, but to do
it on our own will take too much time.·
Dr. Frank McKenna, public administration, is
applying for a grant from the United States
Information Agerq to help with curriculum
development in public administration and public
policy at the Russian university. In the meantime,
he invited the administrators to campus to gain

insights into the university's structure and to speak
with faculty and staff.
Mitina was impressed with Bowling Green's
distance learning facilities. At her university she is
responsible for developing similar opportunities for

instruction.
She was also interested in looking at some of
the common problems of universities in the United
States and how they are being solved. -You gain a
lot just by communicating with people; Mitina said.
-You see that there is some common ground.•
Both Mitina and Glusdov are~ a
program for the city of Nizhny Novgorad to help set
up a department of edl IC3tion for secondary
schools.
The city of about 1.5 million is primarily
industrial. But its largest industry. military factories,
is being redl iced, Glusdov said.
Early ties with the city of Nizhny Novgorad were
developed four years ago when Mitin's son, Dmitri,
came to Bowling Green to study for a ;naster in
public administration degree. Dmitri, who is
finishing up his studies this summer, served as the
translator for his mother and her colleague during
their visit.

faculty

involved in the
Flying Falcon
project are Dr.
Joseph
Frizadoand

Dr.Joseph

Robert Vmcent

Mancuso.
The Flying Falcon, which will
use the latest in infrared imaging
technology, is designed to detect
and measure smaD emissions of
methane gas, an odorless,
colorless and highly flammable
hydrocarbon.
H the experiment is a success,
Vincent said, the procedure could
have a number of important
business and scientific apprica-

tions.
For example, the process could
be used to detect leaks in oil or
gas pipelines, especially pipelines
laid under the ocean or other
bodies of water. It could also be
used to pinpoint prime locations to
drill for new deposits of Oil or gas.
Being able to locate the source
of methane may also make it
economicaDy viable to collect the
gas and process it for use as a

fuel.
On the scientific side, methane
has long been suspected as a
culprit in causing the •greenhouse
effect.· Being able to spot and
measure the gas wiD help
scientists better understand the
gas's role.
The geologists wiD also
measure the chemical composition
of exposed rocks in soils for quartz
content, an experiment Vincent
conducted from an airplane for his
Ph.D. dissertation.
Vincent was a featured speaker
at the annual international Space
Congress '95, May 23-25 in
Bremen, Germany. Several
hundred of the woMs top space
scientists and business leaders in
the aerospace industry attended
the conference, which also
included a trade exhibition.

One little report
on a big sperm
attracts attention
Most scientists hope their research gamers
them some sort of recognition from their peers.
Dr. Scott Pitnick's report on a mating
idiosyncracy of a species of fruit fly went way
beyond its intended scientific audience and
received mention from The New Yorlc Tunes,

Rallying the troops
Some of the high school juniors attending Buckeye Boys State last week gather
outside Harshman and Kreischer Quadrangles for a political raUy for candidates for offlce.
The annual week-long program, which has been held on the Bowling Green campus for
the past 17 years, gives hands-on experience in the govemmental process. Gov. George
V. Voinovich and State Treasurer Kenneth Blaclcwel1 were among the state and local
officials ~o address the Boys State participants.
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Monday, June 19
Dissertation defense, •An Investigation of
the Relationship Between Motivational Orientations of Elementary Principals and the Strat~
gies They Use to Motivate Teachers; by Edith
K. Wannemacher, educational administration
and supervision, B am., 526 Education Bldg.
Dissertation defense, •An Investigation of
the Relationship between Teachers' Perceptions
of Their Schools' Climate and the Nature of
Their Principals' Sett-reported Instructional
Leadership; by Judith Allton, educational
administration and supervision, 1-3 p.m., 444
Education Bldg.
Dissertation defense, "Despairing
Wayfarers: Kierkegaan:fian Existentialism in
Walke:- Percy's The Moviegoer and The Last
Gentleman.• by Richard L campbeU, English,
2:30 p.m., 204 University HaJI.
Dissertation defense, •A Cultural Analysis:
The Rhetoric of Congressman James Traficant,•
by Anthony Esposito, interpersonal convnunication, 3-5 p.m., 205 South HaD.

Tuesday, June 20
Dissertation defense, "The Blues as a
Paradigm of Cultural Resistance in the Works of
Gloria Naylor; by Chekita HaD, English. 9 am.~
204 University HaD.
Classified Staff Council, 9 am.-noon. Taft

Room, University Union.
Dissertation defense, "Properties of
Residi sals in Failure-Tune Models with Applications in Model Diagnostics; by lmmaculada c.
Baltazar-Aban, mathematics and statistics,
10:45 am., 400 Mathematica) Sciences Bldg.
Dissertation defense, "The Rhetoric of Don
Wildmon and the American Family Association:
A Study of an American Culture war; by
Edward Brewer, interpersonal communication,
8:30 am., 310 West HaD.

Dissertation defense. '"Our Side of the
Story: A literary, imaginative essay about the
biases we (as a culture) have acquired
through fictionaJ characters and through

fidionaJ perspectives; by Frederick W.
Zackel, English, 2:45 p.m., 204 University

HaD.

Wednesday, June 21
Dissertation defense. "Stories of the
Condemned: A Critical Examination of
Network News Coverage of Executions in the
Post-Funnan Years; by David E. Engen.
interpersonal communication, 10:30 am., 205
SouthHaD.
llovie. "Clear and Present Danger; 8
p.m., Gish Film Theater. Free.

Thursday, June 22
Dissertation defense, "'Occupational
Stress, Personal Strain and Utilization of
Coping Resources by Female Administrators
in Institutions of Higher Education; by
Manzetta L Jad<son, higher education and
student affairs, 1 :30 p.m., 444 Education Bldg.

Friday, June 23
Dissertation defense. 'The Perceptions of
Selection Tests: An Expanded Model of
Perceived Job Relatedness.· by Stephane
Brutus, 10-.30 am.. 206 Psychology.

At Firelands
1he Beat Goes On Reading." readings
of fiction from the Beat Generation into
contemporary society, e p.m.• June 23, Coffee
Temptations. Sandusky.

FACULTY/STAFFPOSITIONS

USA Today, U.S. News and World Report.
Discovery Channel, National Public Radio,
CBS, ABC. the BBC, and a wide variety of
smaller international news outlets.
"That was my 15 minutes of fame, come
and gone; he joked.
The coverage stenvned from a short article
Pitnick and another researcher wrote to the
scientific journal Nalure in which they reported
that when stretched out the length of the coiJed
sperm produced by Drosophila bifurr:a is about
2.3 inches, longer than any other sperm in the
animal kingdom.
The information on D. bifurr:a is only a
smaD part of Pitnick's research at the University. where he is on a two-year, post-doctoral
fellowship funded by the National Science
Foundation. Working in the laboratory of Dr.
Mark Gromko, biological sciences, the Arizona
State University graduate is running an
artificial
selection program on the Drosophila
hydei species. He is hoping to produce a strain
of that species that has a longer sperm so he
can more accurately study the costs and
benefits of producing longer sperm.
Whlle the Nature letter was the shortest
article he's ever published, it received the most
response. In one week during the month of
May Pitnick received calls at home and at work
from interviewers throughout the United States
and from Tokyo, Holland, Spain, London and
Italy.
Out-of-state family members reported that
the Drosophila sperm story received play in
California. Puerto Rico and Pennsylvania. '"My
mom was at the beauty parlor and heard Rush
Limbaugh mention it. My brother caDed to say
he hean:t it on Howard Stem; Pitnick said.
What accounts for the widespread interest
in one aspect of fruit fly research? 'The fact
that it's trivia probably captures the whole
public interest in it.. Pitnick said. "People think
it's bizarre. But underlying that I think people.
also have a real scientific interest without even
thinking through the scientific perspective.
They know that throughout the animal kingdom
males are supposed to produce limitless
rwmbers of really tiny sex ceUs but (the size of
the D. bifutr:a. sperm) breaks aD the rules. Ifs
way off the scale of normality and exceptional
circumstances are what push science. When
aD the observations we make fit the rules, we
don1 grow scientificaJly.•
Pitnick said he felt the coverage was good,
even if some of the reports were light-hearted,
including the BBC interview which ended with
the Monty Python song, "Every Sperm is
Sacred..
·As long as people learn something from it I
think it can be fun. I don't want to take my work
too seriously; he noted.

Staff are reminded
to submit fee waivers
be~O:U:~~~wil

;..;;;....;;;;;...=-=~~~~=--=-~------------------------- classesduringfaDsemestertocompleteand
submit fee waivels as soon as possible.
Administrative slaff positions:
Fee waiver forms can be oblained from
department supervisors or Personnel Services.
Biological Sciences: Research assistant. Contact Personnel Services (2-2227). Deadline: June
For further information on the fee waiver
23.
process contact Personnel Services at 2-8421.

College of Arts and Sciences: Academic adviser. Contact Personnel Services (2-2227).
Dea<line: June 23.
Cooperative Education Program: Assistant <iredor of cooperative education program. Contact
Personnel Services (2-8426). Deadline: June 30.

Environmental Health and Safely: Radiation safety officer. Contact Personnel Services (28426). Deat:line: July 21.

Firelands College· Director of clinical edl ICatior'I for respiratory care tech IOlogy in the Department of Applied Sciences. Contact Office of the Dean. Firelands Colege, 901 Rye Beach Rd.,
Huron. Ohio 44839. Position open unti filled.

Deadline approaches
for new institute awards
June 23 is the deadline for appiicatiOi1s for the
spring 1996 awards for Artists and Scholars in
Residence at the newly aeated Institute for the
Study of Cutture, Society and Human Values.
Application materials should be submitted to
Karen Gould, acting cirector, 120 McFall Center.
Notification of the spring awards will be made by
July 17.

